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WATER SUPPLY - CUE 

303. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Water Resources: 
The minister would be aware that funding was provided two budgets ago to upgrade the water supply in Cue.  
However, that upgrade has not taken place.  Can the minister please explain why that upgrade has not taken 
place, and when the people of Cue can expect to get a decent water supply?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  Clearly, there is a real issue with water supply in those areas throughout the 
Murchison and the goldfields.  The member is aware that not only is there a shortage of water, but, when water is 
available, it is sometimes not up to the standard of drinking water that we would expect.  Not only is saline water 
present, but also there are high nitrogen levels in some communities.  In some communities, the arsenic levels 
are also a bit high.  The problem with putting in place a process of reverse osmosis to bring that water up to 
standard is that the volume of water that is required for reverse osmosis is normally about twice the volume of 
water that comes out as potable water.  Therefore, in areas in which only a limited amount of water is available, 
clearly that process will not be productive.  The Water Corporation was actually looking at a type of 
desalination.  However, it found that because of the high silica content in some of that water, a desalination 
process would either not work, or be highly inefficient.  At Yalgoo, we have been developing a process called 
HERO, or high efficiency reverse osmosis.  That plant has now been completed, but I do not know whether the 
commissioning has been completed.  We are looking at whether that new technology will provide a means by 
which we can provide high quality potable water in towns in which there is only a small water supply, and that 
water supply contains a range of contaminants or minerals that means it is not suitable for drinking.  The process 
at Yalgoo has taken a bit longer to get up and running.  As soon as that process has been proved, that may 
provide a solution for towns such as Cue.  The member is clearly interested in ensuring that we can improve the 
water supply to Cue and other towns in the Murchison area.   
 


